Swiss development cooperation in Bolivia by unknown
include decentralisation and human rights, mitiga-
tion of the effects of climate change, employment 
and income. Concurrently, two cross-cutting themes 
are also addressed: gender equality and governance. 
Activities target the country’s poorest areas, the ru-
ral and suburban regions of the Altiplano and the in-
ter-Andean valleys. In light of the country’s growing 
urbanisation, projects must also focus on improving 
services in suburban districts. 
Decentralisation and human rights: 
promoting autonomy and participation at the 
municipal level
Launched at the start of the 1990s, decentralisation 
has been one of the most effective reforms Bolivia 
has experienced in recent decades. Switzerland is 
helping to contribute to this process by developing 
municipal services. In particular, Switzerland is work-
ing to empower vulnerable populations, particularly 
women and indigenous people, to better exercise 
their rights. In the fields of education and health, 
Switzerland is also contributing to improving the 
quality and availability of municipal services. It de-
fends the rights of women in two areas: supporting 
women who are active in politics at the municipal 
level and ensuring access for victims of domestic 
violence to municipal legal services (“Servicio Le-
gal Integral Municipal”, SLIM). From 2008 to 2012 
Switzerland provided support for these services in 
17 municipalities.
Climate change: risk reduction and enhancing 
resilience
Bolivia is particularly vulnerable to the effects of 
global warming, which disproportionately affects 
the poor. Switzerland therefore supports an ap-
proach to managing natural resources in response 
to climate change that is aimed at reducing risks 
and enhancing resilience. It lends its experience in 
natural resource management to programmes that 
enable people to adjust to the negative effects of 
Switzerland’s projects in Bolivia cover decen-
tralisation and human rights, mitigation of the 
effects of climate change, and employment 
and income. They focus on rural and suburban 
areas of the Altiplano and inter-Andean valley.
Context
In recent years Bolivia’s economy and revenue have 
registered growth driven in large part by exports of 
hydrocarbons, gas and mining products. Govern-
ment programmes launched to redistribute resourc-
es have contributed significantly to a reduction in 
poverty. Nevertheless, Bolivia remains the poorest 
country in South America. Half of the population 
lives below the poverty line while a large portion 
works in the informal sector, without social protec-
tions and in extremely precarious conditions.
Switzerland’s support 
In its cooperation strategy (2013–2016), Switzer-
land seeks to ensure public funds benefit primarily 
the most disadvantaged sectors of the population 
to help reduce disparities and poverty. Priority issues 
SWISS DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION IN BOLIVIA
COUNTRY FACTSHEET
2014
27.05.2014
" Capital
Swiss Representations
Embassy (International
cooperation division)
River
FDFA, STS Geoservices
Credits: CGIAR-CSI, GeoNames.org, 
Natural Earth
Copyrights: © 2014 Natural Earth,
Creative Commons Attribution 
3.0 License
Honorary representation
City
The boundaries and names shown 
and the designations used on this 
map do not imply official 
endorsement or acceptance 
by Switzerland.
Swiss Development Cooperation in Bolivia 2014    1
Partners
 › Swiss NGOs: Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation, 
Swisscontact, Solidar (decentralisation) 
 › Partners in government: ministries, ombudsman, 
departmental and municipal authorities
 › Multilateral organisations: Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, WB, Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank 
 › Bilateral agencies, e.g. Sweden, Germany, Bel-
gium and Denmark. 
 › Local NGOs: Fé y Alegría and FAUTAPO (technical 
training)
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation 22.7
SDC: Humanitarian Aid 2.0
Total  24.7
climate change, helping rural communities in the 
Andean region adapt by addressing issues such as 
food security, water treatment and sustainable bio-
diversity management. To do this it combines local 
knowledge with scientific progress. 
Employment and income: increasing 
productivity and diversifying the economy 
To enhance the diversity and productivity of the na-
tional economy with a view to expanding econom-
ic alternatives, Switzerland supports ideas that give 
family farms better access to services and markets.
Between 2006 and 2013, a technical-vocational 
education programme provided training to 18’200 
people, 54% of them women, in disadvantaged rural 
communities. Since 2013 the project has also been 
active in suburban areas.
Humanitarian aid 
Through its Disaster Risk Reduction (DDR) pro-
grammes, Switzerland helps the country deal with 
the effects of natural disasters on people, infrastruc-
ture and the economy. It is helping Bolivia improve 
its response to emergencies by means of a regional 
rapid response unit. In 2013, 24 municipalities ear-
marked funds for DDR in their annual budgets. 
Multilateral cooperation
Switzerland works with the World Bank (WB) in the 
areas of agricultural innovation and natural resource 
management and with the Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on justice is-
sues.
Transversal themes: gender equality and 
governance 
Switzerland incorporates gender considerations into 
all of its projects and is committed to promoting 
gender equality in conformity with its gender poli-
cy. In the area of governance, Switzerland supports 
non-discrimination, accountability and human-rights 
based approach.
Facts and figures (source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  1'098'580 km2
Population     10.088 million 
Annual population growth rate (since 1990)    1.6 %
Life expectancy at birth women/men    68.9 / 64.4 years
Adult illiteracy rate women/men  13.2 / 4.2 %
Per capita GDP  2’374.0 USD
Conversation with a psychologist at a 
counselling centre for victims of do-
mestic violence.
Wheat growers (Biocultura pro-
gramme).
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A participant in a sewing and gar-
ment-making course (technical-voca-
tional training project). 
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